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"And they said one to another, did not our heart 
burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, 
and while He opened to us the Scriptures?" 
  Luke 24:32 KJV
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ATTENTION STUDENTS
AND RECENT GRADUATES

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND
the 2015 Annual On-Site

GRADUATION EVENT
December 5, 2015
Melbourne, Florida

REGISTRATION DEADLINE
IS OCTOBER 15

Join Bill Adams, Dennis Frey, and Jim Solberg as they walk in 
the footsteps of the Apostle Paul from the church he planted 
at Thessalonica, to Athens where he preached his powerful 
Mars Hill sermon, and finally to Rome where he laid down his 
earthly life to take his place in heaven. Your own Christian 
walk never be the same!

All BFP/MISD partnered tours offer the option of adding 
academic credit to your tour experience.

Confirm Your Place by Registering with the
$400 Registration Fee Before October 31.

$3,695 Round Trip from JFK New York.
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Books Worth Reviewing
by Dr. Cheryl A. Durham*

A REVIEW OF HISTORICAL THINKING
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Fight the Overwhelming with the 
Underwhelming

One day I sat down at my desk and looked with 
dismay over the stacks and piles and boxes and 
heaps of papers and things I needed to tend 
to. The crush of stuff was overwhelming. 

I sat there looking at it and thought, This ain't 
gonna work. I'm never gonna get all this stuff 
done in time to go out of town tomorrow.

I sat there awhile longer, unable to do 
anything but stare at the stacks. The task just 
seemed too big, the time too short, my 
motivation too weak. I couldn't do it. I got up 
and walked away.

Time went by-meantime, it was too-as I moped 
and dodged and procrastinated throughout the 
morning. I just did not want to go back in 
there and face that mess again. More 
meantime passed. Finally, after lunch I forced 
myself to return. And wouldn't you know? 
Those piles of papers seemed to have grown 
bigger!

Then the light bulb went on in my head-I guess 
I finally found the switch after groping around 
for it all morning-and I remembered that little 
technique I read about somewhere. It's the 
KISS method for conquering paperwork: keep it 
simple, sugar (well, that's my version of it 
anyway).

I looked at those papers and thought, 
Hmmmm. Keep it simple. OK.

The method tells you to pick up one thing and 
either act on it or throw it away. Don't you put 

This is a review of Historical Thinking by Meg Gorzyck, 
Linda Elder and Richard Paul, from the Thinkers Guide 
Library.

As students of the Bible, we must also be student of history. 
Why? Because the entire Bible both the Hebrew Bible and 
the Apostolic writings are in fact a first century Hebraic 
narrative of the God of Israel's interactions with those who 
call themselves His people! 

Understand historical thinking and how it works is 
imperative for Bible readers because the contemporary 
reader is largely ignorant of the cultural context of the first 
audience. In order to understand the message of the Bible, 
one has to attempt to understand the text within the 
relevant historical setting of original writing (exegesis), 
otherwise, one can read a message into the text (eisegesis) 
that is not really there.

Historical Thinking provides a road map for thinking through 
texts such as the Bible. It helps to build a scaffold within 
which one can hang various aspect of the text and draw a 
clearer picture of the context.
This very well organized guide helps the reader to "see 
history as a "mode of thinking" rather than a list of dates, 
name and places" (Gorzyck, Loc. 42) It shows the reader how 
to think like an historian. Learning to think this way, for the 
Bible student, will bring clarity with regard to the author's 
worldview. This is important to avoid inserting a meaning 
that has been changed to be more in line with a 
contemporary view, but actually doesn't carry the same 
meaning. 

It teaches the reader to interact or ask questions of the text 
and to try to understand the author's goal, purpose, 
perspective and worldview. This is important, especially in 
the Gospels, where reading it from a Christian rather than 
Jewish perspective can lead one to think that the Gospel is 
addressing issues and people that it never intended to 
address. 

Part 1 deals with Understanding Historical Thinking in 
general, mentioning the role of fair-mindedness and ethical 
principles in reading and writing historical documents as 
well as some problems and some history of history.

Part 2 deals the foundations of Critical Thinking and how 
that foundation is essential to Historical Thinking. It includes 
the Elements Of Thought, Universal Intellectual Standards, 
and the need to evaluate  an historian's reasoning using the 
essential Intellectual traits.

Part 3 is for the teacher, primarily, and deals with how to 
foster Historical Thinking and deals with the implications for 
both teaching and learning. While a teacher will benefit 
more, an individual can certainly learn from this section.
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that thing back down and move on to the next 
one. No, ma'am. You either act on it (file it, 
respond to it, make a call about it, whatever) 
and/or you throw it away. Then you can pick 
up the next thing.

I took a deep breath. OK, sugar, here we go. I 
picked up the first piece of paper and was 
relieved to discover it needed no action. I 
tossed it. I picked up the next piece, jotted a 
reply at the bottom of it, folded it up into an 
envelope, stuck a stamp on it, and put it in the 
outer pocket of my purse to be mailed. Well, 
after just two pieces of paper, I was on a roll. 
I was inspired. I was getting things done, baby!

Of course the KISS method didn't work 
flawlessly. The phone rang, the computer 
nagged me that I had messages waiting, my 
assistant popped in to ask me questions, and in 
a little while I got up to get some water. But I 
was no longer frustrated because I had begun 
the process, I had made a start, and I could 
actually see some results. My desktop was 
getting emptier, and my trash can was getting 
fuller. I loved it!

When you're stuck out there in the meantime 
because you dread an overwhelming task, take 
one small action toward getting it done. Like 
the old adage says, the journey of a thousand 
miles begins with one small step-and so do a 
lot of other things. You can do it. Break out of 
your meantime and make a start. Keep it 
simple, sugar, and kiss your meantime good-
bye.

Dr. Thelma Wells is an internationally 
respected leader in the Christian community. 
 Her speaking and writing have helped to lift 
the lives of millions.  MISD is honored to claim 
her as a graduate of the Divinity School. 
 More...

Also, in Part Three is a Checklist for Historical reasoning that 
can be used by the reader of a particular text. It would be a 
helpful reminder of what to 'keep in mind' while reading.

While the authors and I would disagree on some issues, I 
believe this little book can be an invaluable tool for a 
student of the Bible and I would recommend it for all 
students who must interact with an historical context of any 
kind.  

 
*Cheryl A. Durham, Ph.D. is Dean of Students at Master's 
International School of Divinity, and the ninth great granddaughter 
of the Geoffrey Chaucer, 1343 - 1400, known as the Father of 
English Literature.

Back to Top of Page

Biblical Theology

How to Live the Christian Life
Part I

by Raymond L. Parker, Ph.D.*

 

The Bible gives us specific direction regarding success as a 
believer -- but wait. I used a word that needs clarification: 
What is success in the Christian life? If you surveyed the 
churches in your city, you would probably secure a number 
of different answers to that question.
            
Some might say a successful Christian life is one who lives 
the Ten Commandments. Others might say a successful 
Christian life is one who is faithful to church ... or one who 
teaches, sings in the choir, or serves on a committee. Some 
might say a successful Christian life is one who lives a 
perfect life. 
 
Certainly there is nothing wrong with these mentioned 
activities or aspirations; and yet being a successful Christian 
would seem to be a deeper reality than what I can produce 
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STUDENTS, GRADUATES
and FRIENDS of MISD

You Are Cordially Invited to
Support the December 5, 2015 
Graduation Through A Personal 

CONGRATULATORY SPONSORSHIP

 

THE ALL NEW
Doctor of Biblical Studies 

ABOUT THE NEW D.B.S.

in Apologetics, Counseling, Exposition, 
History, Interdisciplinary, and Theology

This Doctor of Biblical Studies Degree is:

*Self-paced (go fast, go slow, change 
pace as needed);
*Not structured in semesters, quarters or 
terms;
*Designed to be completed through the 
use of appropriate online technology 
such as email, and file transfers;
*Designed to allow the student to begin 
at any time of the year;
*Designed to allow the student to select 
the area of concentration;
*Optional live online or on-site small 
group learning seminars.

The D.B.S. is a practical degree designed for 
those who wish to earn a doctorate, but who 
have not completed Biblical language studies, 

with my hands or my personal efforts and energy.
 
The Bible everywhere indicates that success in the spiritual 
realm is not a product of the flesh but of the Spirit. It is not 
trying harder or doing more.
 
The "trying harder" mentality approaches the Christian life in 
this way: "I want to be a good Christian and a good follower 
of Christ. Therefore I have orders to follow and projects to 
complete. I am going to follow those orders and complete 
those projects." Then when failure or discouragement 
comes, the response is, "I will try harder. I will do more." 
That mentality leads to spiritual burn out, frustration, 
emotional turmoil, and defeat. This is not the biblical 
approach to being a successful Christian. So, what is the 
biblical approach to successful Christian living?
 
Consider God's message to Zerubbabel in the Old Testament 
(Zechariah 4:5-7)
 
Zerubbabel led some of the first remnants of Jewish return 
to Palestine following the 70-year Old Testament Babylonian 
captivity. He came back to a desolate land, a burned city, a 
destroyed Temple. One his first challenges was to rebuild 
the Temple.
 
He began this project, completed the foundation, and then 
met strong opposition from non-Jewish neighbors who did 
not want a Jewish presence in Jerusalem (sounds familiar, 
doesn't it?).
 
Zerubbabel faced the question: How can I do this work of 
God? Many answers were probably advanced by the people 
around him. Some said, "What we need is more money." 
Others said, "What we need are more workers." Still others 
may have said, "What we need is a strategic plan." Others 
said, "We need a strong military force." Certainly each group 
had valid concerns and what seemed to be valid answers.
 
Notice however the word that came to Zerubbabel from the 
Lord. God did not equate success with money, workers, or 
military might. God said, "Not by might, nor by power, but 
by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts" (Zechariah 4:5-7). The 
point is this: Success in the Christian life comes by 
developing a relationship with the Holy Spirit whereby we 
depend upon and are sensitive to His initial promptings. He 
will come along side to help. He will guide us into all truth. 
The successful Christian life is the product of God's Holy 
Spirit. 

To be continued...
 
 
*Raymond L. Parker, M.R.E, Ph.D., is the Academic Dean of Master's 
International School of Divinity, member of the Board of the 
Council of Private Colleges of America, recipient of numerous 
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and who prefer to complete a doctorate 
degree without the stricter requirements of a 
traditional dissertation.

LIVE SEMINARS
CAN HELP YOU TO

GRADUATE EARLIER

80% of Students Taking
At Least One Live Seminar

Graduate Earlier!

Learn Live Online

ONLINE DATES POSTED FOR

October 2015 - June 2016

Learn Live On-Site

ON-SITE DATES POSTED FOR

December 2015
Melbourne, Florida

March 2016
Melbourne, Florida

May 2016
Jerusalem, Israel 

academic awards, and respected author.
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Biblical Counseling
Bipolar Disorder:  Do Not Be Troubled

by David M. Tyler, Ph.D.*

 

Jesus said, "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in 
God, believe also in Me" (John 14:1). These are some of the 
most familiar and tender words Jesus ever spoke to His 
disciples. His purpose was to instruct them and bring them 
into a deeper knowledge and understanding of truth. He had 
just told them He was going to leave. "Now is the Son of Man 
glorified, and God is glorified in Him... Little children, I am 
with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I 
said to the Jews, now I also say to you, Where I am going, 
you cannot come" (John 13:31, 33). 

Jesus realized His words filled them with alarm and concern. 
These ordinary men who had been living ordinary lives were 
called by Jesus to be His extraordinary followers. It had 
been a thrilling experience. They witnessed His gracious acts 
and heard His extraordinary teachings. Suddenly, Jesus 
announced He was leaving them. They were anxious, 
downcast and depressed. Their hearts had become troubled.

The problem with psychiatry and psychology is it attempts to 
quiet the brain instead of quieting the heart. Jesus 
identified the heart as being troubled, not the disciple's 
brains. The Bible teaches the starting place in affecting the 
feelings and behaviors people experience is not the brain, it 
is the heart. The heart is the immaterial part of man. All 
thoughts and behaviors, yes, even those associated with the 
label bipolar, issue from the heart (Matthew 15:9). 

When we medicate the brain, we are affecting the 
intermediary and not the root cause of the problem. Does 
medication help change feelings and behaviors? Yes. When 
the medication is tapered and discontinued, the feelings and 
behaviors return. Psychiatry and psychology do not face the 
real problem, only the symptoms.

How do believers avoid allowing their heart to be troubled 
with all the difficulties and trauma bipolar disorder brings 
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FOR BIBLICAL COUNSELING
STUDENTS & GRADUATES 

JOIN THE
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
BIBLICAL COUNSELORS

Certification for MISD
Biblical Counseling

Students & Graduates 

The race for the presidency is heating up. 
 Heat, and more heat!  Funny how heat 
and hate have the same letters.  It's all 
in how they are arranged.

Listening to the heat of some in the race, 
one might think they agreed with Jesus 
when He said, "You have heard that it was 
said, 'You shall love your neighbor, and 
hate your enemy'" (Matthew 5:43).

Makes you wonder if they just don't have 
many neighbors left, or they liked verse 
43 so much they stopped reading.

One thing's for sure, anyone who stops 
reading at verse 43 won't have many 
neighbors willing to vote for him, but 
probably will have plenty willing to 
rearranged the heat!

into their life? Jesus said, "Let not your heart be troubled." 
How? Your friend asks. The answer, "Believe in God, believe 
also in Me." Help them to start with God and His Words. 
They must think Biblically.

If they start with themselves, man's theories and opinions 
they will ultimately go wrong. Sin has corrupted and 
darkened the heart and mind of every person. Man's heart is 
deceitful and is the source of all his darkness and ignorance 
(Jeremiah 17:9). 

Man cannot think straight. For this reason God has given us 
His Word. Much of the trouble with believers is due to the 
fact that they are so subjective. The starting point must 
always be God and His Word. This is of supreme importance 
when considering the whole subject of bipolar disorder or 
any other "mental illness."

 
*David M. Tyler, M.Min., Ph.D., is Dean of the Department of 
Biblical Counseling at Master's International School of Divinity, 
noted author, founder of Gateway Biblical Counseling and Training 
Center, and President of the American Academy of Biblical 
Counselors.
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Fresh from the Desert
by James B. Solberg, D.D.* 

Exodus 31:1-5 Ki Tisa

1 The Lord also spoke to Moses: 2 "Look, I have appointed by 
name Bezalel son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3 
I have filled him with God's Spirit, with wisdom, 
understanding, and ability in every craft 4 to design artistic 
works in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 to cut gemstones for 
mounting, and to carve wood for work in every craft
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A CONVERSATION
ABOUT COMMUNION

between Yeah and Okay
on Flight 700 from TLV to JFK

Yeah: Coming back from Israel?

Okay:  Yes, how could you tell?

Yeah:  Your olive- wood communion cups.

Okay:  Sure, that makes sense.  I plan to use 
them for communion at our church. 

Yeah:  That's a nice idea.

Okay:  Well, I thought so. You know, it's like 
drinking out of the same kind of cups the 
disciples probably used.

Yeah:  Really?  Do you know the Biblical origin 
of communion?

Okay:  Why of course, Jesus started it before 
He was crucified. 

Yeah:  So, was there anything like communion 
before that?

Okay:  I'm not too sure, I think so.

Yeah:  What was the Passover about?

Okay:  Hey, what is this, some kind of quiz?

Yeah:  I just thought it might be helpful to 
know more about the origins of communion.

Okay:  Oh sure, I agree.  That's why we took 
this trip to Israel.

Yeah:  So, what did you learn about the 
Passover and the Jewish roots of the Christian 
sacrament of communion?

Okay:  Well, we didn't talk much about that. 
 Should we have?

Yeah:  Yeah, Okay.

This passage contains two key truths for us today. First, the 
more obvious: All gifts and talents come from the Lord and 
are given to us for a purpose.  There is no need to feel 
shame for a talent we lack, as God Himself choose which to 
give us.  And, there is no need to hide a talent or cover it 
with false modesty, when the One who deserves the credit is 
not me, but God. Also, special skills are given to each person 
for the roles that God has designed us for. We are not given 
gifts to waste, but to use in His service.  

This principle comes with a built-in "humility-gauge."  The 
greater the gift or talent we may have, the greater God's 
expectation for us to use it for His purposes. In a fallen, 
sinful world there is not one of us who always uses every 
talent to its fullest potential for God's service and purposes.  
And, there is not one of us who does not have some gift or 
talent, provided by the Lord, to use in His service and for His 
purpose. The true measure of success is not what we 
produce, but how faithfully we use what we are given.

The second key truth hidden in this passage is that God 
often blesses families with gifts to serve Him. Bezalel, the 
master craftsman, is the grandson of Hur. In Exodus chapters 
17 and 24 we read of Hur along with Aaron as Moses key 
aides. God raises up Hur's grandson with special gifts to play 
a special role in setting up the true worship of God in the 
Tabernacle. 

We don't know much about Hur, but it may well be that his 
training in fine work was passed down to him from his father 
and grandfather before him. We never know how God will 
use the time we invest in bringing up the next generations.
 
 
PRAYER:  
Lord God of Israel, let us turn our focus away from counting 
how many or how large the gifts we have may be; and focus 
on faithfully using them for your service and purpose. Amen.

*James B. Solberg, M.A., D.D. is U.S.A. National Director for Bridges 
for Peace.  He serves on the adjunct faculty of MISD, and is the 
author of the highly acclaimed devotional book Sinai Speaks.
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MISD HONORS BIBLICALLY
MARRIED COUPLES

SERVING IN MINISTRY 

 BIBLICALLY 
married men and women serving, or preparing 
for service in Christian ministry, are 
encouraged to take advantage of our Spouse 
Tuition Benefit opportunity.  

END OF THE YEAR GIVING

Consider Master's a Worthy
Kingdom Investment!

YOUR SUPPORT helps us to continue to fulfill 
the mission and purpose of this institution.  
Our prayer is that God will bless you for your 
generosity, and add it to the store of your true 
treasure that is already laid up in heaven 
(Matthew 6:20). 
 
Master's International School of Divinity is a 
ministry of Christian Education Enterprises, 
Inc., an Indiana not-for-profit corporation, 
granted Federal income tax exemption status 
as a 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
on January 21, 1980.  

Gifts (contributions) to MISD are tax 
deductible.  A contribution receipt is provided 
for every gift made to this ministry. 

 

Places in the Land

Western Wall and The Temple Mount
 Excerpt from the ISRAEL Tour Journal

  

Site Summary:
 
Considered the holiest site in the world to Jews, the 
Western Wall, also known as the Kotel (Hebrew for wall), 
 was previously also known as the Wailing Wall.  For 
centuries, this section of the retaining wall of Solomon and 
Herod's temple was the only part of the ancient temple that 
Jews were allowed to visit.   

For centuries, from the Roman destruction of Jerusalem 
through the Jordanian occupation of Jerusalem, Jews were 
either not allowed any access to the wall, or were only 
allowed access on one day per year.   This sadness over the 
destruction of the temple, mingled with sadness over the 
inability for Jews to reach the site except once a year, gave 
birth to the name Wailing Wall.   

Since Israel's capture and possession of the Old City in 1967, 
people of all faiths have access to the area, and the name 
"Wailing Wall" has been relegated to the past.  Religious 
Jews simply call the wall "Ha Kotel", translated as "The 
Wall"; needing no other adjective as it is THE most 
important of all walls. 

Similarly, religious Jews often refer to the entire temple 
mount area as "Har haBáyith" meaning "Hill of The House", as 
THE house of God needs no other name.  Today all visitors 
can visit and pray at the Kotel.  A tunnel now runs along a 
further buried section of the wall, and visits to the Kotel 
Tunnels can be scheduled.   The Muslim authority, known as 
the Waqf, controls access to the top of the Temple Mount 
where today the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Asqa Mosque 
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NEW SAFE & SECURE
WAYS TO SUPPORT

YOUR GIFT OF SUPPORT

LARGE or small
will help train men
and women around
the world to serve

as ministers of 
the Master.

- All gifts are tax-deductible -

ABOUT C.E.E., INC.

 
C.E.E., Inc. is an IRS approved 501(C) (3) State of 
Indiana not-for-profit corporation. All financial 
contributions made to the ministries of the 
corporation are IRS approved tax-deductible.

FOUR DECADES OF DEDICATION

are located.
 
Key Scripture II Chronicles 3:1

1 Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD in 
Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared 
to his father David, at the place that David had prepared on 
the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

Thoughtfully and Prayerfully:

The Western Wall is a place of remembrance, repentance, 
hope, and expectation. For many Jews it connects the past 
with the present, and symbolizes the hope of a future 
Temple built on this sacred site in fulfillment of Ezekiel's 
prophecy (Ezekiel 40-48). For Christians, Ezekiel foretells of 
a Millennial Temple that will exist during 1,000 years of 
peace under the righteous reign of Jesus Christ.

The exposed sections of the Temple Mount's retaining wall 
built around 19 B.C. by order of Herod the Great, represent 
the expansion of the Second Temple, and are all that remain 
available for public reverence. Between 689 and 691 A.D., 
the Dome of the Rock was built on the site of the Temple 
Mount. From that time to the present, this Muslim controlled 
edifice, along with the Al-Aqsa Mosque (originally built in 
705 A.D.), have claimed the Temple ground.

However, Ezekiel's prophecy makes it clear that the day will 
come when the Temple will again rest on its ancient 
foundation. Jews and Christians alike have agreed on this for 
nearly 2,000 years. At the Council at Jerusalem, James 
(Jesus' half brother), in rendering a decision concerning 
Gentile believers, and their place at the table of God, 
quoted the prophecy of Amos 9:11-12. "After they had 
stopped speaking, James answered, saying, 'Brethren, listen 
to me. Simon has related how God first concerned Himself 
about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His 
name. With this the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 
AFTER THESE THINGS I WILL RETURN, AND I WILL REBUILD 
THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS FALLEN, AND I WILL 
REBUILD ITS RUINS, AND I WILL RESTORE IT'" (Acts 15:15-16).

"Lord Jesus, though the Temple which You twice cleansed 
while on earth, is no more, I believe it will some day rise 
from this place, 'for no prophecy was ever made by an act of 
human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
God' (II Peter 1:21)."
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Long before the current widespread appreciation for 
distance learning, C.E.E. Inc. was a leading a 
pioneer in the promotion of global access to 
Theological Distance Education.

That pioneering spirit continues with an 
emphasis on the use of technology to facilitate 
access to Christ-centered, and Bible-based 
curriculum worldwide.

MASTER'S WORLD
CIRCLE OF PRAYER

Post Your Requests
on the World Circle
of Prayer Web Page

GOOD NEWS FOR STUDENTS
USING THE INTEREST-FREE
MONTHLY TUITION PLAN

 There are many ways to make your monthly 
tuition payment!

- Monthly Tuition Due the 21st-

SIT DOWN AT HOME AND VISIT ISRAEL
as authors Jim Solberg and Dennis Frey
take you on a full color devotional tour

of nearly 100 sites in Israel. 

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW

 Back to Top of Page

Biblical Creation Apologetics
by James J. Johnson, J.D., Th.D.*

 
ROCKY THE SQUIRREL:

A Foretaste of Isaiah 11:1-10

1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch [NÊTSER] shall grow out of his roots: 2 And the 
Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 3 And shall 
make Him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: 
and He shall not judge after the sight of His eyes, neither 
reprove after the hearing of His ears: 4 But with 
righteousness shall He judge the poor, and reprove with 
equity for the meek of the earth: and He shall smite the 
earth: with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of 
His lips shall he slay the wicked. 5 And righteousness shall 
be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his 
reins. 6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall 
lead them. 7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 8 And the sucking child shall play on the 
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on 
the cockatrice's den. 9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
My holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 10 And 
in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, Who shall stand 
for an ensign of the people; to Him shall the Gentiles seek: 
and His rest shall be glorious. (Isaiah 11:1-10)
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SOMETHING YOU WOULD
LIKE TO SEE US PUBLISH?

Let Us Know
editor@mdivs.edu

DO WE NEED TO UPDATE
OR CORRECT YOUR NAME

PHONE, POSTAL OR
OR EMAIL ADDRESS? 

One to Another TM 
is the official information

and teaching Journal of MISD.

 

  

Squirrels are one of the most beautiful rodents made by 
God. (Since my wife has the energy of a squirrel I am 
reminded of her whenever I see a squirrel, so I have a 
special love for squirrels.)

Years ago my mother-in-law's neighbor, Bob, while at work, 
found a baby squirrel whose parents were missing (probably 
killed). The next-door neighbors (Bob and Mary) "adopted" 
the orphaned squirrel and named him "Rocky". Mary would 
feed Rocky with a "baby bottle" that belonged to a child's 
doll set, until he was old enough to eat other food. Mary 
would feed Rocky during the day, and soothe him with 
gentle words. Also, Mary would put Rocky in a doll bed, at 
night, covering him up with a small "blanket" - a daily 
custom that Rocky became used to. 

The little squirrel continued to grow, apparently assuming 
that Bob & Mary's house was "home", - Rocky really had the 
run of the house! When Mary would visit my mother-in-law 
she would often have her wee squirrel running up and down 
her shoulders, back, head, and arms - because Rocky 
considered Mary as "Mama". (Even today I have a vague 
memory ofRocky happily sitting on someone's head - but not 
for long!) If you were a friend of Bob and Mary, Rocky would 
trust you as a "friend", - so Rocky would let you hold him in 
your hand, or cradle him as you sat or walked around, or 
feed him. 

Many weeks later Rocky was attracted to the huge sycamore 
tree that shadowed the land between my mother-in-law's 
house and that of Bob & Mary. But at sunset Rocky would 
voluntarily return to Mary, to be covered up with his blanket 
in his little doll bed.
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In time, however, Rocky discovered the world of trees - 
which is the world God made for squirrels. Soon afterwards 
Rocky appears to have met a female squirrel, in the 
branches of that huge sycamore tree, and one day he chose 
not to return to Mary at sunset. Rocky had finally discovered 
his God-given instinct to "be fruitful, multiply, and fill [his 
arboreal part of] the earth". When Mary would walk from her 
house, to my mother-in-law's house, she could look up at the 
sycamore branches high above her head. Often one 
particular squirrel would stop his scampering, just long 
enough to look down at Mary, - as if he remembered who she 
was. Then he would go back to hopping and jumping in tree 
branches.

That was years ago (and my mother-in-law is now 101 years 
old), and the years have flown by quickly. The Holy Bible 
assures us that the time will come, after the Lord Jesus 
returns to Earth, when even the wild animals will safely 
interact with humans, and will be friendly like pets, even to 
little children (Isaiah 11:1-10). Nowadays, the world is a 
rough place to live in, - even for squirrels like Rocky, - but 
some day, sooner or later, that will all change, gloriously. 
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"

*James J. S. Johnson, J.D., Th.D., is the Chief Academic Officer, 
and Associate Professor of Apologetics, Bible, Forensic Science, and 
History at the Institute for Creation Research.
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O.T. Hebrew Word Study
by Rev. Rebecca J. Brimmer*

Love - Ahavah   ••••
 
As a Christian, when I think of the word "love," the first thing 

that comes to mind are the words of Yeshua when asked by 

some scribes, "Which is the first commandment of 

all?" (Mark 12:28). He said, "The first of all the 

commandments is: 'Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the 

LORD is one. And you shall love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with 

all your strength.' This is the first commandment. And the 

second, like it, is this: 'You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself'" (vv. 29-31).

This is a very Jewish historical event. Jewish scribes come to 

Yeshua, a Jewish leader and ask about the commandments 

(mitzvot), and Yeshua answers by quoting Scriptures which 

are foundational to Jewish faith and practice. He starts by 

quoting the Shema ("Hear O Israel: The LORD your God, the 

LORD is one!") from Deuteronomy 6:4, 5 and then quotes 

Leviticus 19:18. 

In the Matthew account of this event (22:34-40), Yeshua 

goes on to say that "on these two commandments hang all 

the Law [Torah] and the Prophets [Neviim]." What is Yeshua 

saying? It seems logical to me that if we truly love our God 

with the intensity of heart, soul, mind, and strength, then 

we will choose to follow His ways, and if we love our 

neighbor, then we will not sin against him.

Jewish Thought

To understand the Jewish understanding of love, let's see 

what some Jewish authors think. Rabbis Akiva (second 

century) and Hillel (first century) regarded love of your 

neighbor a basic precept of the Torah. The authors of My 

Jewish World say, "From this commandment was drawn 

moral responsibility toward all men, including gentiles." 

When Rabbi Akiva was being killed by the Romans, the 

Talmudsays that he calmly recited the Shemaeven though in 

agony. He believed that loving God with all your soul meant 
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even if you lost your life for Him. He died with the Shema on 

His lips.

William Silverman said, "Any rabbi or teacher of Judaism 

yesterday or today, asked to state the foremost principle of 

Judaism, must respond with the Shema and the prayer called 

v'ohavto (and thou shalt love). It is significant to note that in 

the Gospel according to St. Mark, Jesus responds to a query 

as follows..." Silverman then quotes the above passage in 

Mark followed by, "This statement [by Jesus] is consistent 

with the Jewish tradition that teaches: the first and most 

sacred commandment is to love God. The second is the love 

of man. It is only when the love of God fills the heart of man 

that he is able to elevate himself to a Divine communion 

with the Most High. If one has the love of God, He needs 

nothing else."

*Rev. Rebecca J. Brimmer is International President and CEO of 
Bridges for Peace.  This word study is taken from the book 
"Hebrew Treasures", and can be purchased online through 
Bridges for Peace.
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N.T. Greek Word Study
by Gary Crossland, M.Th., Th.D.*

 

 
What language 

was Jesus speaking in John 21:15-17?

Some commentators believe that Jesus spoke to people 
around Him in at least three languages - sometimes Aramaic, 
sometimes Hebrew, and sometimes Greek. Indeed, most 
people in first-century Palestine were tri-linguel (Hebrew, 
Aramaic, and Greek), and some probably also understood 
Latin.

Logic would suggest that Jesus would address contemporary 
crowds in Aramaic, since this has been proven to be the 
common language of His day. But when having an intimate 
or private conversation with one of His Jewish followers, He 
may have defaulted back to their ancestral tongue of 
Hebrew. Additionally, when He spoke to Gentiles, He may 
have spoken in Greek, the international language outside the 
Jewish nation.
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After Peter had denied Jesus three times while Jesus was on 
trial (Matthew 26:44; Matthew 26:69-75), Jesus seems here 
to be reminding Peter of his three denials with His three-
time questioning of him in John 21. Unfortunately, English 
translations of Scripture hide an important part of these 
three questions.

In the 15th verse of John 21 Jesus asks Peter is he loves 
(Greek: agape) Him more than Peter loves the others. 
Peter's response is "You know that I love (Greek: phileo) 
You." Notice that Jesus is using agape while Peter is 
answering with phileo. Jesus asks virtually the same question 
again, using the same Greek word (agape) He initially used, 
and Peter's responds again with the same one (phileo) he 
used (verse 16).

Jesus then quizzes his friend a third and final time regarding 
their relationship (verse 17). This time, however, Christ is 
quoted as using phileo for love, allowing Peter to respond 
only in terms of brotherly affection.

But was Jesus speaking Greek here, as some have assumed 
(including contemporary Greek scholar William Mounce)? 
While John's shift from agape to phileo seems too obvious to 
be accidental, it appears to me that Jesus would have no 
reason to speak Greek at this moment, since He was having 
an intimate conversation with Peter, a Jewish disciple.

Considering the occasion of this dialogue, my assumption is 
that Jesus was speaking Hebrew, and that He had used two 
different Hebrew words for love, that were translated by 
John into Greek for the Apostle's disciples in Asia Minor. The 
stronger Hebrew word that Jesus may have used (translated 
agape) was hesed, connoting a deliberate choice of affection 
and kindness. John's shift to phileo could likely have been 
triggered by Jesus' use of the Hebrew word raham, meaning 
to have compassion, or brotherly love.

This explanation seems to satisfy all questions regarding 
John's shift in language, and it does not require us to assume 
that Jesus was speaking Greek to this small gathering of 
Jewish Apostles.

*Dr. Gary Crossland is Professor of N.T. Greek at Master's 
International School of Divinity, the author of the internationally 
acclaimed The Merged Gospels, and frequent teacher in Israel.
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Creation Speaks
by Gary K. Fair, M.Min., D.P.Th.*

 COME YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home!
All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God's own temple, come;
Raise the song of harvest home!

This hymn, Come Ye Thankful People, Come, written in 1844 
by Henry Alford, is one of thanksgiving for the fall harvest. It 
celebrates the labor of the spring and summer. It speaks of 
the gathering in of the bounty God has provided. Over the 
past few months God has orchestrated a combination of sun, 
moon, rain, and wind to allow the crops to achieve their 
maturity. They are now ready for the harvest. It is truly a 
time for giving thanks, not only for the bounty, but 
especially for God's participation in His creation.

When we, with wonder, consider God's meticulous attention 
to these details, we can easily see parallels of another 
future harvest. Our lives in Christ are much like the crops as 
they grow and mature. In Christ, we begin as a babe, new in 
our understanding of His concern and watchfulness over us. 
As the seasons of our life progress, we hear the Word, we 
learn, we understanding more fully its meaning and 
importance in our lives. Growth comes, strength increases, 
we reach the stage of maturity, of readiness. 

We ourselves are God's own field,
Fruit unto his praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown
Unto joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear;
Grant, O harvest Lord, that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.

Finally, our harvest day comes. The Harvester arrives in the 
field. All is gathered in. No longer will we be subjected to 
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the winter storms of life. Because we have remained faithful 
we will reap the harvest and find rest in that season.

For the Lord our God shall come,
And shall take the harvest home;
From His field shall in that day
All offences purge away,
Giving angels charge at last
In the fire the tares to cast;
But the fruitful ears to store in the garner evermore.
 

 
*Dr. Gary K. Fair is the Vice President of Master's International 
School of Divinity, and an amateur photographer with a gift for 
finding the beauty of God's creation in common, and often 
overlooked places.
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Graduate of the Month

Mrs. Sandra K. Holden
Denver, Colorado

 

I found Master's International School of Divinity in February 
2003. I was staying the nights with my grandmother in 
hospice care and had just returned home. Clearly, the Lord 
had placed a new call on my heart! I completed my Bachelor 
of Biblical Studies in Pastoral Ministry degree in the fall of 
2007 and walked at graduation in July 2008. Sharing this 
experience with my husband, one of our sons, and one of our 
grandsons was extraordinary.

There have been many more overnight and extended stays at 
hospitals and rehabs with older family members. I am an 
elder wife, daughter, mother, grandmother, sister, niece, 
and neighbor. I work from our home for my husband's law 
firm and as a Professional Resume Writer. 
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Serving people as a Professional Resume Writer is a 
wonderful opportunity to bless them through prayerful and 
practical ministry, by helping them to prepare to seek 
employment opportunities by presenting their experience 
and skills in the best possible way.

At this writing in 2015, I have earned 18 credits toward my 
Master of Practical Theology degree. Yes, there are 
challenges in my studies, but being a student at MISD has 
given me deeper insight into the Lord and my relationship 
with Him.
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Biblical Issues & Insights

WHAT THE SECULARIST OUGHT TO 
SAY

A Least At Christmas
Part One - Letting Them Know a 

Month in Advance

For years, hard-core secularists have been pushing for the 
removal of Christian symbols, songs and sacraments from the 
public square.  Therefore, it should come as no surprise that 
the season of Christmas launches their winter of discontent.

While secularists squirm at the sight of a nativity scene, and 
muff their ears at the sound of "O Holy Night," here is 
something for them to think about as we once again 
approach that time of the year.
 
Secularists promote racial equality and compassion for all 
people.  It was Jesus who gave us the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.
 
Secularists maintain that parents ought to let children make 
their own choices.  It was Jesus who gave us the parable of 
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the Prodigal Son.
 
Secularists support laws protecting children from adults who 
might prey upon them (even as they support abortion on 
demand).  It was Jesus who said "Woe be unto anyone who 
harms one of these little ones.  It would be better for them 
to have had a millstone hung about their necks and be 
drown in the sea."
 
Secularists spew out that those who have more than they 
need ought to be willing to share the wealth.  It was Jesus 
who taught that it was more blessed to give than to receive.
 
Secularists suggest that judges and juries ought to be 
merciful when warranted by special circumstance.  It was 
Jesus who said that the merciful would likewise obtain 
mercy.
 
Secularists cry out for the rights of women (while at the 
same time mocking their right to be wives and mothers).  It 
was Jesus who was Incarnated through a woman, and 
revealed His resurrected body first to a woman.  It was 
Jesus who reached out to the woman at the well, and the 
woman caught in adultery.
 
Secularists say they believe in the goal of world peace.  It 
was Jesus who said, "Blessed are the peace makers for they 
shall be called the sons of God."
 
Secularists lecture that capital punishment (the death 
penalty) is wrong (even though they deny justice to the 
unborn).  Jesus taught us that not only is murder wrong, but 
that the root of murder is also wrong...anger and hatred 
against another.
 
Secularists suggest that the United States ought to try 
harder to get along with its enemies.  It was Jesus who 
taught us to love our enemies.
 
Secularists believe we should feed the hungry.  It was Jesus 
who fed the 5,000, and said that the He was the Bread of 
Life.

To be continued (and finished!) next month...

*Dennis D. Frey, M.Div., Th.D., is the President of Master's 
International School of Divinity.  Dr. Frey is a member of the 
International Board of Bridges for Peace, the Governing Leadership 
of the American Academy of Biblical Counselors, the Advisory Board 
of the Council of Private Colleges of America. 
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Issues of Life and Death

BETWEEN THE LINES:
What Cecile Richards Did Not Say

by Bradley Mattes*

Not that Planned Parenthood has done anything illegal, says 
president Cecile Richards, but they're going to stop taking 
money for baby body parts.

So she wrote in a two-page letter to the director of the 
National Institutes of Health.

Let's look at what she says. More important, let's look at 
what she doesn't say.
She extols the virtues of her organization. She even squeezes 
in a nod to Ronald Reagan. But she downplays the baby body 
parts business. "In fact," she wrote, "just 1% of our health 
centers currently facilitate donation for fetal tissue 
research."

One percent sounds tiny, doesn't it? One percent of "nearly 
700" Planned Parenthood sites is about seven.

But not all Planned Parenthood locations do abortions. Of 
those that do, some do only chemical abortions, which yield 
no parts to sell. Planned Parenthood had 668 locations as of 
November 2014. Of those, 173 did surgical abortions. Their 
glossy annual report doesn't say how many run a body parts 
business on the side, but if we use Cecile's number of seven, 
that's not one percent; it's four percent.

But one percent or four percent, it doesn't really matter. 
There's no magic number at which divvying up dead babies 
becomes OK.

Then Cecile channels Chicken Little; women will lose 
"access to basic health care" if Planned Parenthood can't pull 
over half a billion dollars out of your pocket every year. 
Maybe she's been too busy to hear about the 13,000-plus 
taxpayer-funded clinics that outnumber Planned Parenthood 
20 to 1 and offer far more medical services.
 
She's undaunted, though. To fight "categorically false" 
accusations against her abortion chain, she climbs Mount 
Self-Righteous and declares that now, by refusing payment 
for abortion leftovers, Planned Parenthood will keep 
"pushing forward with our important work on behalf of 
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millions of women, men, and young people." Well, certainly 
not for the youngest of young people.

She also wants to be "completely clear" about this: "Planned 
Parenthood's policies on fetal tissue donation already exceed 
the legal requirements."

And what policies would those be, exactly? In the very first 
exposé video, Senior Medical Director Deb Nucatola 
specifically said Planned Parenthood had no national policy, 
"and that's by choice." For seven years, 2005 to 2011, the 
home office didn't even monitor affiliates' tissue donation 
programs.
 
As for that huff-and-puff about legal requirements, in the 
10th video Deb Van Derhei, director of Planned Parenthood's 
Consortium of Abortion Providers, clearly differentiates 
between affiliates that accept only reimbursement and 
those that seek remuneration. When an affiliate 
administrator says a money-for-tissue arrangement is a 
"valuable exchange" and wants advice on setting one up, Van 
Derhei specifically steers her toward three affiliates that run 
programs for remuneration: Northern California, Mar Monte 
and Los Angeles.

In her letter, Cecile twice uses the phrase "going forward." 
"Going forward" she's going to have a policy. "Going forward" 
all locations will follow that policy "even if it means they 
will not recover reimbursements."

"Even if"? You can bet this letter was vetted six ways to 
Sunday by a horde of lawyers. The letter mentions not one 
word about giving up "remuneration." But there's that "if": 
two fully loaded little letters. And "going forward" doesn't 
erase past illegalities in any case.

In the wake of Cecile's "announcement," it's not likely that 
Americans, including Congress, will forget the illegalities her 
letter doesn't address-such as abortionist Nucatola 
describing how she alters her abortion technique and crushes 
only specific areas of the baby to secure more intact tissue. 
And when the head is delivered last it likely results in the 
banned partial-birth abortion procedure.

As for facilitating body part "donations," procurement tech 
Holly O'Donnell blew that whistle when she revealed consent 
wasn't always obtained.

Cecile makes a big deal about blowing away what she calls 
the "smokescreen" of the exposé. But she can't blow away 
congressional investigations. She can't blow away what 
people on the fence about abortion have now seen. She can't 
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blow away your access to social media.

And she can't blow away your vote. Right now the most pro-
abortion president in history will veto any attempt not to 
fund his beloved Planned Parenthood. That means you and I 
have to elect a pro-life president in 2016, so the only thing 
"going forward" is the pro-life movement.
 
Check out our website for more things you can do to counter 
Planned Parenthood's killing machine.

 
*Bradley Mattes is President and CEO of the Life Issues Institute, 
and holds a Master of Biblical Studies Degree from Master's 
International School of Divinity.
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