
View as a webpage 

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving the ONE to ANOTHER monthly Teaching Journal as a courtesy of Master's 
International School of Divinity. Don't forget to add masters@mdivs.edu to your address book so the Journal will be 
sure to land in your inbox. 
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

An Information and Teaching Journal Published by
Master's International School of Divinity

December 2015 ~ Volume I ~ Issue 9

"And they said one to another, did not 
our heart burn within us, while 
He talked with us by the way, and while 
He opened to us the Scriptures?" 
  Luke 24:32 KJV

A First Christmas Story

CHRISTMAS AWAY FROM HOME
 by Dennis D. Frey, Th.D.
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Gloria in Excelsis
Luke 2:14

  
There are many reasons and places to experience a first 
Christmas away from home. If you have, you understand. 
Have you thought of the first time anyone spent Christmas 
away from home - the very first time? Have you thought of 
Mary and Joseph in this way? About 90 miles south of their 
home in Nazareth, they would experience the very first 
Christmas in the ancient city of Bethlehem.

Joseph and Mary could not have known what Christmas 
would eventually mean to history, and how it would become 
the one time of the year when so many around the world 
wanted to be home. Nevertheless, they were certainly 
aware that the night when Mary's baby was born was a night 
like no other - a holy night.

Even so, Mary's Child could not remain an infant comforted 
in His virgin mother's arms. He could not remain a toddler 
brought back to Nazareth occasioned by his parents return 
from Egypt. He could not remain a youngster amazing the 
elders as He taught in the Temple courts. He could not 
remain the obedient and talented stepson learning the 
carpenter's trade as an apprentice to His mother's husband. 
He would all too soon become a man, and serve in a public 
ministry as brief and as bright as the star which had guided 
the Magi to Bethlehem.

It was meant to be that way. He was never just a baby, 
never just a toddler, never just a youngster, never just a 
stepson. He was those things to be sure, but as He was, He 
was also the Wonderful Counselor - He was the Mighty God - 
He was the Eternal Father - He was the Prince of Peace - He 
was God with us. In addition, something more about Him 
ought to be recognized. He was the very first Person ever to 
spend Christmas away from home.
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STILL TIME TO JOIN US FOR THE
 February 29 - March 9, 2016

TURKEY, GREECE & ROME TOUR

Join Bill Adams, Dennis Frey, and 
Jim Solberg as they walk in the 
footsteps of the Apostle Paul from 
the church he planted at 
Thessalonica, to Athens where he 
preached his powerful Mars Hill 
sermon, and finally to Rome where 
he laid down his earthly life to take 
his place in heaven. Your own 
Christian walk never be the same!

All BFP/MISD partnered tours offer 
the option of adding academic 
credit to your tour experience.

On that first Christmas, the Savior of the world had 
condescended to men of low estate. He had left the 
splendor of heaven, He had sat aside His royal rights, He had 
incarnated as a human being in order to become the 
supreme and ultimate Sacrifice for the sin of the world.

The most alien Person on the planet that first Christmas Day 
was Jesus himself. He was away from His Heavenly Father 
and the Holy Spirit, away from His heavenly family. On that 
night, He was among those who could not understand the 
true meaning of His coming - not even the woman chosen as 
His birth mother.

Certainly, she and Joseph knew from the angel that this 
Child was holy. The shepherds confirmed it, and later 
certain Magi reinforced it. Even so, no human being living on 
earth that first Christmas Day could possibly have imagined 
that for all of human history, the Baby of Bethlehem was to 
be the only perfect human being who ever inhabited the 
planet.

The Christ Child was in reality the Incarnation of the 
Creator. Skeptics do not accept it, and even believers do not 
understand fully. What mortal can claim to understand the 
Incarnation? I cannot, yet I believe it, and trust my eternal 
life to it. There is mystery here that demands faith - not 
faith contingent upon the unthinkable - only the 
immeasurable. 

Why God became man is such a profound mystery, yet 
believable. Love we can understand, though imperfectly. 
"For God so loved the world." This we dimly understand, but 
even dimly, it fills our understanding with wonder and awe. 
Through the agency of God's infinite love, the Incarnation 
became reality, and God dwelt among us in order to redeem 
us.

From the moment that Mary became the bearer of the 
Incarnation until the moment of Christ's ascension back to 
heaven, the Son of God would spend thirty-three 
Christmases away from home. Each one would bring Him a 
step closer to our eternal redemption, and the culmination 
of a plan to make it possible for "whosoever will" to never 
truly spend another Christmas away from home.

It would be a long way from the cradle to the cross, longer 
than thirty-three years of earth life could possibly reflect. 
The journey that Jesus would make from Bethlehem to 
Calvary would span the pages of history into the ages of the 
future. The life and times of Jesus Christ would fulfill nearly 
four thousand years of prophecy, and light the way to 
eternity.
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My Loving God

God loves to be praised. In fact he 
created us so we could glorify him. 
The Bible is full of songs of praise, 
stories of praise, and instructions to 
praise. And while God's children 
have praised him throughout the 
ages for all the wonderful things he 
has done and all the blessings he has 
bestowed, we also need to praise 
him without asking him for anything 
and praise him without even 
thanking him for anything. We just 
need to praise him for who he is: 
our magnificent Father, the Creator 
of the universe. Here are some 
scriptural examples to get you 
started:

"O my Strength, I sing praise to you; 
you, O God, are my fortress, my 
loving God" (Psalm 59:17 NIV).

"Let them praise the name of the 
LORD, for his name alone is exalted; 
his splendor is above the earth and 
the heavens" (Psalm 148:13 NIV).

"Praise the LORD, O my soul. O 
LORD my God, you are very great; 
you are clothed with splendor and 
majesty" (Psalm 104:1 NIV).

"You are awesome, O God, in your 

During the three and a half years of His public ministry, 
Jesus would live in increasing isolation until finally, at the 
cross; He would suffer isolation infinitely greater than his 
rejection by the religious leaders of His day, and the 
abandonment by His disciples. At the cross, He would 
experience the full weight of the sin of the world, and the 
total penalty of it under the just judgment of a Holy God 
who, even for His only begotten Son, could not suffer sin to 
go unpunished. "He who knew no sin became sin for us."

We know that we cannot spend all of the coming 
Christmases that will ever be in the comfort of our earthly 
home, and with the ones we love so dearly today. We do not 
like to think about it, and like even less to talk about it 
amongst ourselves, but we do know that it is appointed unto 
us once to die. Common sense tells us that at some 
Christmas future we will be missing from the family 
gathering, and those who remain will speak of us in the past 
tense.

As we mature, it becomes increasingly clear that being home 
is being with those with whom we belong. Yes, we may have 
a sentimental attachment to a particular place, and even 
wistfully refer to it as "home" even though we have not lived 
there for a very long time, and have no plans to return. Yet, 
real home is wherever we are with the ones dearest to us.

At the Incarnation, Christ left heaven where He was among 
those who knew him as the Second Person of the Godhead. 
He lived with them in a harmony of perfect love. This He 
left to live among those who did not know Him, and for 
thirty-three and a half years He was away from home.

Prior to His leaving to return to the Father and home, He 
made His disciples a remarkable promise, and in so doing, 
extended His promise to everyone who would follow Him by 
faith. In the Gospel of John He told them:  "Let not your 
heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In 
My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also" (John 14:1-4 NKJV).

Being home is being with our loved ones. Heaven is the true 
home of the Christian, because heaven is where Jesus is. It 
should also be where our loved ones can find us after we 
have left this earthly life. The Good News is the ultimate 
promise of the Incarnation...the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. When Jesus said, "that where I 
am, there you may be also," He was inviting us home for 

file:///C|/Users/Owner/Downloads/ONE%20to%20ANOTHER%20December%202015.html (4 of 25)12/1/2015 6:20:25 AM

http://thelmawells.com/


View as a webpage 

sanctuary; the God of Israel gives 
power and strength to his people. 
Praise be to God!" (Psalm 68:35 NIV).

"My mouth is filled with your praise, 
declaring your splendor all day 
long" (Psalm 71:8 NIV).

"Sing to God, sing praise to his 
name, extol him who rides on the 
clouds-his name is the LORD-and 
rejoice before him. A father to the 
fatherless, a defender of widows, is 
God in his holy dwelling" (Psalm 
68:4-5 NIV). 

"Blessed be your glorious name, and 
may it be exalted above all blessing 
and praise. You alone are the LORD. 
You made the heavens, even the 
highest heavens, and all their starry 
host, the earth and all that is on it, 
the seas and all that is in them. You 
give life to everything, and the 
multitudes of heaven worship 
you" (Nehemiah 9:5-6 NIV).

Are you getting the idea? God loves 
to hear our praise. And as we 
express it, our focus turns upward, 
away from ourselves and our 
problems. Praising God changes us. 
As we lift our hearts and minds to 
praise God, we also feel that praise 
showering down over us, lifting our 
spirits, oiling us with joy, and 
intersecting with our problems and 
difficulties. 

Godly praise is like the extra pollen 
that covers a bee as it burrows into 
a blossom in search of nectar or 
pollen to take back to the hive. 
When the pollen-covered bee lands 
on another flower, some of that 
extra pollen rubs off, causing the 
flower to be fertilized and its future 
to be confirmed. In the same way, 
your joyful praise for God is bound 
to rub off on those around you-just 
like Granny's praise-filled attitude 
rubbed off on me.

Dr. Thelma Wells is an 
internationally respected leader in 
the Christian community.  Her 
speaking and writing have helped to 

Christmas...forever.

None one needs to really be alone, or away from home at 
Christmas; whosoever will may come home (Revelation 
22:17). The home place has already been prepared for the 
greatest Christmas celebration in the history of the universe. 
Day by day, the family is gathering, and some day, when the 
last member has entered the Father's house, we shall all sit 
down to a Christmas dinner that the Book of Revelation 
refers to as the "Wedding Supper of the Lamb," and we shall 
all be home for Christmas -forever.
 

*Dennis D. Frey, M.Div., Th.D., is the President of Master's 
International School of Divinity.  Dr. Frey is a member of 
the International Board of Bridges for Peace, the Governing 
Leadership of the American Academy of Biblical Counselors, the 
Advisory Board of the Council of Private Colleges of America. 

Books Worth Reviewing
by Dr. Cheryl A. Durham*

A REVIEW OF THE JEWISH GOSPEL OF JOHN:
Discovering Jesus, King of All Israel 

The Jewish Gospel of John: Discovering Jesus, King of All 

Israel, Dr. Eli Lizorkin-Eyzenberg. Tel Aviv, Publisher: 

CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform (August 2, 

2015) 314 pages. Contains original drawings and graphics. 

Paperback $14.99.ISBN 978-1514392836
 
Dr. Eli Lizorkin-Eyzenberg is the dean of Jewish Studies at 

eTeacher Biblical: Israel Institute for History, Language and 

Holy Land studies. He holds M.Div. degree in Christian 

Theology from Reformed Theological Seminary (2000), and M.
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lift the lives of millions.  MISD is 
honored to claim her as a graduate 
of the Divinity School.  More...

ABOUT THE NEW D.B.S.

in Apologetics, Counseling, 
Exposition, History, 

Interdisciplinary, and Theology

This Doctor of Biblical Studies 
Degree is:

*Self-paced (go fast, go slow, 
change pace as needed);
*Not structured in semesters, 
quarters or terms;
*Designed to be completed 
through the use of appropriate 
online technology such as 
email, and file transfers;
*Designed to allow the student 
to begin at any time of the 
year;
*Designed to allow the student 
to select the area of 
concentration;
*Optional live online or on-site 
small group learning seminars.

The D.B.S. is a practical degree 
designed for those who wish to earn 
a doctorate, but who have not 
completed Biblical language studies, 
and who prefer to complete a 
doctorate degree without the 
stricter requirements of a 
traditional dissertation.

Phil. Degree in Bible Interpretation (2008) as well as Ph.D. 

degree in Ancient Cultures from Stellenbosch University 

(2011). He is the author of popular Jewish Background of the 

New Testament online courses and the host of Jewish 

Studies for Christians, with more than 45,000 study group 

members worldwide. He regularly lectures in colleges and 

universities in Israel and abroad. One of his greatest passions 

is building of bridges of trust, respect and understanding 

between Christians and Jews, overcoming centuries of 

difficult, but almost always joined history. He does not think 

that New Testament needs to be rewritten, but that it needs 

to be carefully reread.

 

Dr. Eli (as his students call him), tells us in the preface that 

the book of John has been a 20 year challenge for him. As a 

Jewish believer in Jesus, he struggled with the supposed 

Anti-Semitic content of the book and the traditional 

interpretations of what he terms 'my favorite Gospel' to 

support ideas that in fact are not supported by the context. 

He achieves his purpose of showing that the Gospel of John 

can be both an anti-Jewish and pro-Jewish book at the same 

time. His perspective is well researched and endorsed by 

many prominent scholars. 

The author's insights into the various groups and sects 

interacting during the Second Temple period, and 

specifically during the writing of the Gospel are amazing. 

The picture he draws of the story that the author of John 

tells comes alive as one reads with the bible in one hand and 

the commentary in the other. 

 

The Jewish Gospel of John is a refreshing and 
honest perspective of the Gospel of John in the 
first century context. It takes into account what 
the original audience would have heard by using 
the current scholarship and therefore current 
understanding of First Century Judaisms. In 
many cases it overturns traditional views of the 
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Enroll Before
December 31

to Benefit from
the Current Low
Tuition Rate and

Tuition Aid Options!

LIVE SEMINARS
CAN HELP YOU TO

GRADUATE EARLIER

80% of Students Taking
At Least One Live Seminar

Graduate Earlier!

Learn Live Online

ONLINE DATES POSTED FOR

January - December 2016

Learn Live On-Site

Gospel because the history, as a result of the 
new scholarship, just doesn't support the old 
traditional views. My students have been 
pleasantly surprised by this commentary and are 
eager to attend classes because as one of my 
students has opined "this answers the questions I 
have had for so many years and makes bible 
study new and exciting again!". I would 
recommend this to bible teachers and bible 
students alike. It is a clear, non-technical and 
narrative like commentary that walks the reader 
step by step through the Gospel as if the reader 
lived at the time. Great read!

 
*Cheryl A. Durham, Ph.D. is Dean of Students at Master's 
International School of Divinity, and the ninth great granddaughter 
of the Geoffrey Chaucer, 1343 - 1400, known as the Father of 
English Literature.

Back to Top of Page

Biblical Theology

How to Live the Christian Life
Part II

by Raymond L. Parker, Ph.D.*

 
 

Consider Jesus' instructions to His disciples just before His 
ascension back to the Father. Jesus told them to do one 
specific thing (Acts 1:4-8). 
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ON-SITE DATES POSTED FOR

January - December 2016

FOR BIBLICAL COUNSELING
STUDENTS & GRADUATES 

JOIN THE
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
BIBLICAL COUNSELORS

Certification for MISD
Biblical Counseling

Students & Graduates 

A common trick of evil people is 
to hijack good words, then turn 
them into something ugly.

Words like freedom, gay, 
holiday, love, marriage, 

Now who were these disciples? They had been with Jesus for 
over three years of His public ministry. They heard every 
sermon. They participated in every Bible study. They saw 
every miracle. Jesus sent them forth to preach, heal the 
sick, and cast out demons. They were at the foot of the 
Cross. They were at the empty tomb. They met Jesus in the 
upper room. They heard Thomas say, My Lord and My God 
(John 20:28). If any were ready to serve the Lord and have a 
successful Christian life, surely they were. They had the 
background, the training, the experience, and the desire.

Yet, what was the command of Christ to them? He told them 
to go back to Jerusalem and wait for the promise of the 
Father (Acts 1:4); wait for the Holy Spirit (vs. 8). He did not 
at this point command them to witness or do mission work or 
establish churches. He told them to wait for the Holy Spirit 
to come.

Why?-Because the only way to have a successful Christian 
life is through a relationship with the Holy Spirit. "It is not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit," says the Lord of 
hosts (Zechariah 4:5-7) ! It is not trying harder or doing 
more. It is depending upon and being sensitive to the initial 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit came upon the church at the Day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). He has not left; therefore, we do not 
have to wait for His coming, He is here. At the very moment 
of salvation, He indwells every believer-He takes His abode 
within us.
As we develop a living relationship with Him, He will 
produce the successful Christian life through us. 

One writer put it this way, "It is the Spirit who comforts us in 
our distress, who calms us in times of calamity, who 
becomes our companion in loneliness and grief, who spurs 
our 'intuition' into action, who fills our minds with 
discernment when we are uneasy about a certain decision. 
In short, He is our spiritual fuel. When we attempt to 
operate without Him or to use some substitute fuel, all 
systems grind to a halt."[1]
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parenthood, partner, planned, 
rights, and spouse.

Let them get away with it, and 
before long, they redefine good 
words, and even claim them as 
their very own.

Merry Christmas.  
Merry Christmas.  
Merry Christmas.
Merry Christmas.

Merry Christmas.
Merry Christmas.
Merry Christmas.
Merry Christmas.
Merry Christmas.

Merry Christmas!

END OF THE YEAR GIVING

Consider Master's a Worthy
Kingdom Investment!

YOUR SUPPORT helps us to continue 
to fulfill the mission and purpose of 
this institution.  Our prayer is that 
God will bless you for your 

This same author concluded, "When we operate under His 
control, the potential for peace and joy, calm and comfort, 
guidance and insight, confidence and courage know no 
bounds." This is why a daily, personal relationship with the 
Holy Spirit is absolutely, crucial. We dare not ignore Him but 
rather we receive Him (John 20:22) and all that He can do 
for us.

[1] Charles Swindoll.
Flying Closer to the Flame (Dallas: Word Publishing, 1993).

 
 
*Raymond L. Parker, M.R.E, Ph.D., is the Academic Dean of Master's 
International School of Divinity, member of the Board of the 
Council of Private Colleges of America, recipient of numerous 
academic awards, and respected author.
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Biblical Counseling
Bipolar Disorder:  Do Not Be Troubled

by David M. Tyler, Ph.D.*

 

Editor's note:  This article by Dr. Tyler appeared in last month's 
edition.  Publishing it again in this issue is a reflection of its 
importance, especially at this season of the year.

Jesus said, "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in 
God, believe also in Me" (John 14:1). These are some of the 
most familiar and tender words Jesus ever spoke to His 
disciples. His purpose was to instruct them and bring them 
into a deeper knowledge and understanding of truth. He had 
just told them He was going to leave. "Now is the Son of Man 
glorified, and God is glorified in Him... Little children, I am 
with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I 
said to the Jews, now I also say to you, Where I am going, 
you cannot come" (John 13:31, 33). 
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generosity, and add it to the store 
of your true treasure that is already 
laid up in heaven (Matthew 6:20). 
 
Master's International School of 
Divinity is a ministry of Christian 
Education Enterprises, Inc., an 
Indiana not-for-profit corporation, 
granted Federal income tax 
exemption status as a 501 (c) (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code on 
January 21, 1980.  

Gifts (contributions) to MISD are tax 
deductible.  A contribution receipt 
is provided for every gift made to 
this ministry. 

 

NEW SAFE & SECURE
WAYS TO SUPPORT

YOUR GIFT OF SUPPORT

LARGE or small
will help train men
and women around
the world to serve

as ministers of 
the Master.

- All gifts are tax-deductible -

Jesus realized His words filled them with alarm and concern. 
These ordinary men who had been living ordinary lives were 
called by Jesus to be His extraordinary followers. It had 
been a thrilling experience. They witnessed His gracious acts 
and heard His extraordinary teachings. Suddenly, Jesus 
announced He was leaving them. They were anxious, 
downcast and depressed. Their hearts had become troubled.

The problem with psychiatry and psychology is it attempts to 
quiet the brain instead of quieting the heart. Jesus 
identified the heart as being troubled, not the disciple's 
brains. The Bible teaches the starting place in affecting the 
feelings and behaviors people experience is not the brain, it 
is the heart. The heart is the immaterial part of man. All 
thoughts and behaviors, yes, even those associated with the 
label bipolar, issue from the heart (Matthew 15:9). 

When we medicate the brain, we are affecting the 
intermediary and not the root cause of the problem. Does 
medication help change feelings and behaviors? Yes. When 
the medication is tapered and discontinued, the feelings and 
behaviors return. Psychiatry and psychology do not face the 
real problem, only the symptoms.

How do believers avoid allowing their heart to be troubled 
with all the difficulties and trauma bipolar disorder brings 
into their life? Jesus said, "Let not your heart be troubled." 
How? Your friend asks. The answer, "Believe in God, believe 
also in Me." Help them to start with God and His Words. 
They must think Biblically.

If they start with themselves, man's theories and opinions 
they will ultimately go wrong. Sin has corrupted and 
darkened the heart and mind of every person. Man's heart is 
deceitful and is the source of all his darkness and ignorance 
(Jeremiah 17:9). 

Man cannot think straight. For this reason God has given us 
His Word. Much of the trouble with believers is due to the 
fact that they are so subjective. The starting point must 
always be God and His Word. This is of supreme importance 
when considering the whole subject of bipolar disorder or 
any other "mental illness."

 
*David M. Tyler, M.Min., Ph.D., is Dean of the Department of 
Biblical Counseling at Master's International School of Divinity, 
noted author, founder of Gateway Biblical Counseling and Training 
Center, and President of the American Academy of Biblical 
Counselors.
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MASTER'S WORLD
CIRCLE OF PRAYER

Post Your 
Requests

on the World 
Circle

of Prayer Web 
Page

GOOD NEWS FOR STUDENTS
USING THE INTEREST-FREE
MONTHLY TUITION PLAN

 There are many ways to make your 
monthly tuition payment!

- Monthly Tuition Due the 21st-
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Fresh from the Desert
by James B. Solberg, D.D.* 

Deuteronomy 16:18-19 Softim

 You shall appoint judges and officers in all your gates, 
which the Lord your God gives you, according to your tribes, 
and they shall judge the people with just judgment.  You 
shall not pervert justice; you shall not show partiality, nor 
take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and 
twists the words of the righteous.

 
Police dramas and murder mysteries are one of the most 
popular forms of entertainment in our society.  And, a 
regular feature of almost every series or book is the corrupt 
policeman or dishonest judge. Our heroes are the honest 
detectives who uncover the wrongdoing, stand up to the 
system, and expose the corruption.   Even in our modern 
society with what many of us would consider sagging public 
morality, we still want honest police and judges. How have 
we come to expect this?
 
Even today, in many parts of the world, the assumption is 
that police, judges, and trails are corrupt; that the victim 
will not get a fair shake. Certainly, this was the norm in the 
ancient world. Justice was whatever the king decided; and 
judges were whoever the king appointed. Bribery was an 
accepted and expected part of the process of working 
through the justice system.
 
But, something changed that, and that change echoes 
through to today in our expectations. The Lord told Moses to 
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SOMETHING YOU WOULD
LIKE TO SEE US PUBLISH?

Let Us Know
editor@mdivs.edu

DO WE NEED TO UPDATE
OR CORRECT YOUR NAME

PHONE, POSTAL OR
OR EMAIL ADDRESS? 

One to Another TM 
is the official information

and teaching Journal of MISD.

 

appoint judges who were just, who did not show partiality or 
take bribes.  And this concept was reinforced repeatedly 
throughout the Older and Newer Testaments.  For example, 
in the Newer Testament in James 2:9 we read: "but if you 
show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the 
law as transgressors." This idea of fair and impartial justice 
became a foundation of western society, a key part of what 
we call Judeo-Christian values.
 
Much of what we today see as basic elements of right and 
wrong are a part of our heritage from a time when the Bible 
was openly considered as the foundation of our legal 
system.  And some of that is still reflected, even in 
television, movies, and books.  As knowledge of the Bible 
fades from general knowledge, the shared hope of fair and 
impartial justice may fade too.  What else may we be losing?
 
Prayer:  Lord, Thank you that we live in a time and place 
where our legal systems have a Biblical heritage.  We pray 
to You that this will not be lost.  Amen.

*James B. Solberg, M.A., D.D. is U.S.A. National Director for Bridges 
for Peace.  He serves on the adjunct faculty of MISD, and is the 
author of the highly acclaimed devotional book Sinai Speaks.
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Places in the Land

Bethlehem
 Excerpt from the ISRAEL Tour Journal

  

Site Summary:
 
Five miles south of Jerusalem, Bethlehem today bears little 
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resemblance to the small, sleepy town home to King David, 
and later birthplace of Jesus.  The hillsides surrounding 
Bethlehem have been favorite grazing grounds for shepherds 
for many centuries.   Here we read of David shepherding his 
father's flocks before becoming king of Israel, and here in 
the time of Jesus, shepherds raised sheep for the temple 
sacrifices in Jerusalem.   

Today, tourists visit the ancient Church of the Nativity, 
containing the traditional site of the manger where Mary laid 
the baby Jesus.   Churches have stood on this site since very 
ancient times.  

Emperor Constantine's mother Helena had the first church, 
or basilica, built on this site.  This first church was 
dedicated on May 31, 339.  Today, several branches of the 
Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church maintain 
the church and connected chapels.   Tradition also maintains 
that St. Jerome first translated the Bible into Latin in a cave 
now located in one of the attached buildings.

Key Scriptures     Micah 5:2, Luke 2:4-7

2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be 
among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for 
Me to be ruler in Israel.  His goings forth are from long 
ago, From the days of eternity."

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of 
David,
5 in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to 
him, and was with child.
6 While they were there, the days were completed for her 
to give birth.
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped 
Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was 
no room for them in the inn.

Additional Scripture Index

Genesis 35:16-20; 48:7
Book of Ruth
I Samuel 16:1-13; 17:12, 15
II Samuel 23:13-17
I Chronicles 4:4
Matthew 2:1-18
Luke 2:1-20
John 7:42

Thoughtfully and Prayerfully
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Names mean something; this is especially true in the Bible.  
It is not by chance that Bethlehem means "house of bread."  
Surely, our Lord's disciples understood the connection when 
He said to them,
"For the bread of God is that which comes down out of 
heaven, and gives life to the world" (John 6:33); and "I am 
the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also 
which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh" (John 
6:51).  

Yes, before the foundation of the world, God planned that 
the Bread of Life would be born in a city named in 
anticipation of His coming.  Bethlehem was not large, 
neither are loaves of bread, but there is life that flows forth!

"Bread of heaven, Bread of Heaven, feed me till I want no 
more; feed me till I want no more."
 William Williams 1745.

SIT DOWN AT HOME AND VISIT ISRAEL
as authors Jim Solberg and Dennis Frey
take you on a full color devotional tour

of nearly 100 sites in Israel. 

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW

 Back to Top of Page
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Biblical Creation Apologetics
by James J. Johnson, J.D., Th.D.*

 
WHEN YOU SUFFER

   
When You Suffer (Like Job), Remember How God Cares for 
His Animals

If you suffer, like Job, consider how God feeds the needs of 
animals. 

This won't answer all your questions - but it reminds you how 
God cares, even for critters worth less than you.

Job questioned why God let godly Job suffer terrible 
calamities on earth while ungodly humans escaped such 
sufferings. God was testing Job's moral character-we have 
the entire book of Job, we know the happy ending. If God 
had told Job, in advance, about how God was refuting 
Satan's impudent lies, it would've compromised the 
legitimacy of Job's own faith trials. 

So God delayed giving complete answers (to Job's questions) 
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during Job's trials. However, God didn't ignore Job. God gave 
Job proof of God's wisdom, goodness, and power, in a 
"nature sermon" (Job 38-41), proved God was Maker and 
Master of creation, orchestrating its moving parts (including 
humans and animals) so that, as Paul would say, "all things 
work together for good" (Romans 8:28). 

In His "nature sermon" God gave examples of His 
bioengineering genius and caring providences, all serving 
God's wise purposes. These examples including how God 
provides food for His animals-such as lions, ravens, deer, 
donkeys, and eagles (Job 38-39). 

God knows your needs!

*James J. S. Johnson, J.D., Th.D., is the Chief Academic Officer, 
and Associate Professor of Apologetics, Bible, Forensic Science, and 
History at the Institute for Creation Research.
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O.T. Hebrew Word Study
by Dr. Thomas Brimmer*

Adam - Adom  •••••
 
David was a ruddy lad, right? Well, maybe. It says that in 1 

Samuel 16:12 KJV "Now he was ruddy, and withal of a 

beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to."  And 1 

Samuel 17:42 says: "And when the Philistine looked about, 

and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, 

and ruddy, and of a fair countenance."

In Hebrew, the word describing David is transliterated: 

admonie. It can be translated reddish or ruddy. It is the 

same root as the word adom which is normally translated 

red. However, it is also the same root word that was the 

name of the first man, Adam. Adam was a man. His life was 

in his blood which was red. God named him. Jesus often 

referred to himself as the Son of Man. That would be, "Ben 

Adam" in Hebrew. 

Jesus was not saying that He is the Red Guy. For some 
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reason, Saul, who was a very large man, thought David could 

wear his armor. Maybe David was a very large youth? Maybe 

he looked like he could carry all that weight? Somehow the 

idea that David had rosy cheeks doesn't immediately make 

me think of him as a weight lifter.

So, was David admonie because he was red or because he 

was manly?

*Dr. Brimmer lives in and writes from Jerusalem, Israel, and is 
a licensed Israel tour guide.  He serves on the adjunct faculty 
at Master's.  To contact Dr. Brimmer about leading a tour email 
him at tom@tombrimmer.com.
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N.T. Greek Word Study
by Gary Crossland, M.Th., Th.D.*

 

 
Genea - Does 

Theology Effect Translation?

I became a follower of Christ in 1972, which was 24 years 
after Israel became a nation. At that time the "rapture" of 
the church was on everyone's mind, and there was a spirited 
debate about when Jesus would return. Anyone who was 
actively involved in the church at this time knows what I am 
talking about.

At the centerpiece of that debate was a verse from Matthew 
(24:34) that said, "Truly I tell you, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened." It was commonly accepted back then that the 
forming of the nation of Israel was an event that was 
significant in God's eschatological scheme. It was also widely 
believed that Jesus referred to this reconstitution of Israel 
when He spoke of the "gathering of the elect" (Matthew 
24:31), and that this new Israel was the fig tree that was 
budding (verse 32). 

The Greek word "genea" in verse 34 is commonly translated 
"generation". Since a "generation" was popularly understood 
to be forty years, many evangelicals concluded that Jesus 
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would come back by at least 1988. And of course George 
Orwell's book 1984 simply poured gasoline on the flames. 
Today, most people know what the scholars knew back then 
- that genea had several acceptable translations, and that 
any desire to hasten Jesus' return did not warrant the notion 
that genea should be interpreted as a 40-year span. 

To make matters worse, critics also leaped at the 
opportunity to cite a prophetic failure on the part of Jesus, 
claiming that He was, at that moment, addressing the very 
generation that would witness His second coming. 

But it took 1989 to clear our heads. By 1999 they were even 
clearer. 2009 sealed the deal. Jesus was not talking about a 
forty-year window after the constitution of the nation of 
Israel. It appears that rethinking our eschatology was the 
impetus for rethinking our translation. 

Today most people understand genea as accurately 
translated "age"; that is the current church age that had its 
inception in 33 AD, and continues to this day. This means 
that Jesus' emphasis was not on when He would return, but 
what events would precede His return. 

It is interesting to note that most modern English 
translations of the New Testament precede 1988, and 
translate genea as "generation". Looking in hindsight, if I 
were on one of those committees, I would vote to substitute 
the term "age".  

This is just one simple example of how theology affects 
translation, but there are scores of other examples 
throughout the New Testament where Greek words are 
affected by one's religious bias.

*Dr. Gary Crossland is Professor of N.T. Greek at Master's 
International School of Divinity, the author of the internationally 
acclaimed The Merged Gospels, and frequent teacher in Israel.
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Creation Speaks
by Gary K. Fair, M.Min., D.P.Th.*

 PROVERBS 4:25-27 

"Let your eyes look straight ahead, fix your gaze directly 
before you. Make level paths for your feet and take only 
ways that are firm. Do not swerve to the right or the left; 
keep your foot from evil."

Our journey through our earthly life leads us to many kinds 
of paths from which we may choose to continue our trek. We 
may hike in the mountains on steep and craggy slopes. Or, 
we may saunter through the woods, shuffling through a bed 
of leaves recently released from the trees in the late days of 
autumn. A country lane provides a pathway which allows a 
pleasant walk while enjoying the freshness and beauty of 
God's handiwork. In winter we might make our own path 
through a deep snow. 

All of these paths lead to a destination. We make choices as 
to which path we will follow, or if we are going to make a 
path where none seems to exist. The Proverbs writer 
encourages us to look straight ahead and keep our eyes on 
the destination. We are urged to be sure of our footing as 
we journey. He warns that a detour to the right or to the 
left invites trouble because there, on the edges of the solid 
and sure path, we encounter evil. 

Our path, for those of us who are in Jesus Christ, is well 
illuminated. In fact, it shines with His glory. We would think 
that one could never become lost if he is travelling on that 
bright, shining pathway. The contrast between the benefits 
of the clear view of the journey and the opportunity for 
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wandering away is very evident in the Word. 

This is where our choices make all the difference. Do we 
remain in the light, progressing in our travel, enjoying the 
blessing of our Lord? Or, are we drawn away to the edges of 
the path where darkness, danger, and destruction loom just 
waiting to lure us away from the security of the pathway 
which leads to life, even eternal life.

In the photo above, a rather pleasant scene is presented. We 
see the beauty and glory of God's creation. We see a 
pathway which leads somewhere. We also see a brick wall 
which separates the path from what is on the other side of 
the brick wall. If you were to peek over the top of that wall, 
you would discover a very large cemetery. 

Now, all who die will be there in the cemetery in their 
appointed time. But death for those who faithfully follow 
the path stretched out before them by our Lord Jesus Christ 
will avoid the corruption resulting from a detour from the 
prescribed path to eternal life. 

In the same Proverbs 4, the wise man says, "The path of the 
righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever 
brighter till the full light of day." Walking with the 
destination in view keeps us in the full light. It shines 
brighter and the walk gets sweeter the further we travel 
with Him. 
 

 
*Dr. Gary K. Fair is the Vice President of Master's International 
School of Divinity, and an amateur photographer with a gift for 
finding the beauty of God's creation in common, and often 
overlooked places.
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Graduate of the Month

Dr. Donald R. Smith
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I have  always wanted to expand my Theology knowledge 
and ability by gaining a higher level of formal education in 
the things of God. Master's International School of Divinity 
has allowed my dream to come true. 

Even so, I was somewhat reluctant to embark on such a 
journey of learning since I was working full time, and was 
tasked with many responsibilities within my conference, 
district, and church. Even though I was somewhat unsure if I 
had the time and academic skill to complete a doctorate 
degree, I knew God was faithful enough to bring me through 
it all. 

It was the online seminars that made the difference for me. 
Seminars allowed me not to procrastinate and not to fall 
short. In addition, I was able to talk with my professors and 
peers at the same time. I felt just like I was sitting in the 
classroom. The online seminars allowed me to glean the 
wisdom of my teachers, and gain the insights of my peers. 

Words are not adequate for me to describe how much my 
education at MIDS has helped me perfect my ministry. I 
thank God for leading such a great School of Divinity.

Donald R. Smith, DD
District Education Director
United American Freewill Baptist Denomination

 Back to Top of Page
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Biblical Issues & Insights

WHAT THE SECULARIST OUGHT TO 
SAY

A Least At Christmas
Part Two - Letting Them Know the 

Rest of the Story!

Continued from last month...

Secularists say we ought to all try to get along.  It was Jesus 
who taught that we were to love our neighbor as ourselves.
 
Secularists promote the idea that the hard working middle-
class make just as an important contribution to society as 
the business tycoon.  It was Jesus who pointed out the true 
value of the widow, and her tiny offering of less than a 
penny.
 
In fact, nearly everything that secularism teaches 
concerning freedom, personal rights, and social justice is 
connected in one way or another to Jesus.  The ancient 
empires of Egypt, Babylon, the Medes and the Persians gave 
us none of these things.  

The Greeks philosophized about them, but could not pass 
them along to the next generation.  The Romans took what 
they learned from the Greeks, and applied some of these 
truths, but denied them to the masses, and were powerless 
to create a code that would guarantee them for all men.  

The Roman Church-State abused them, Monarchies reserved 
them for the favored few, Communism, Socialism, Fascism, 
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and Nazism denied them to the masses, and even democracy 
has been unable to make good its noble aim to guarantee 
them to all the people.
 
It may be a stubborn and inconvenient fact, but the most 
prolific Promoter of the noblest, highest and loftiest ideals 
ever conceived by humankind was Jesus of Nazareth.  
Christmas is the celebration of His birth.  

The secularist need not say His is Divine, need not say His is 
the Savior of the world, need not say He was literally raised 
from the dead, and need not say that He will return to earth 
(though He is and He will).  

Nevertheless, if the secularists will be historically, 
intellectually, and morally honest, there is one thing they 
ought to be willing to say at least at Christmas time, and 
that is: "Let the celebrations begin, and thank you Jesus for 
making this world a better place!"
 
A blessed Advent, and Merry CHRISTmas,
Dennis D. Frey, Th.D., President
Master's International School of Divinity
 

*Dennis D. Frey, M.Div., Th.D., is the President of Master's 
International School of Divinity.  Dr. Frey is a member of the 
International Board of Bridges for Peace, the Governing Leadership 
of the American Academy of Biblical Counselors, the Advisory Board 
of the Council of Private Colleges of America. 

 Back to Top of Page

Issues of Life and Death

WHY YOU ARE THE REASON
FOR THE SEASON
by Bradley Mattes*

If you're one of those procrastinators who've just put away 
your Easter baskets, brace yourself: it's time for Christmas. 
Kick that frozen jack-o-lantern off the Christmas porch and 
string up the lights!

These days I don't worry so much about undone Christmas 
details. A couple years ago one of our four sons spent 
Christmas in a tent north of Baghdad. During Christmas 
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dinner we and many other families were painfully aware of 
the empty chair at the table. So every time a Christmas 
detail nags at me, I recall that past yuletide season and the 
little annoyances disappear.

Like our PFC Nick Mattes, many other brave men and 
women, are still isolated from their families this Christmas - 
the empty chairs are now their uneasy reminders. So, please 
keep our defenders and their families in your prayers. Better 
yet, given the opportunity, if possible, invite them to share 
Christmas dinner with you.

The story of the nativity is an amazing fact of history and a 
good reminder for us all. Imagine yourself in Joseph's 
sandals. Your fiancée is pregnant and you're not the father. 
Consider the whispers and ribbing you'd endure in the 
carpenter's shop. Pregnancy out of wedlock was a scandal 
then.

As if that weren't bad enough, close to the baby's delivery 
you and Mary have to make the grueling trip to 
Bethlehem. And then it happens. Our savior arrives - the Gift 
of Life!

Now imagine if you can a world without Jesus Christ. You, I 
and everyone else would be destined for hell because Jesus 
wouldn't have been here to bleed, die and rise again for our 
sins.

It shouldn't be lost on us that in spite of Mary and Joseph 
being the parents of God's only Son - the Savior of mankind - 
this young couple didn't have it easy. Instead of God rolling 
out the red carpet, the Prince of Peace had to settle for a 
feed trough for His bed. Mary and Joseph's hardships serve as 
a vivid reminder that as God's children we don't always have 
it easy either. But because Mary and Joseph followed God's 
will, countless generations benefit from the presence of this 
Child's life in the world.

Let's put that in the context of modern life - a young couple 
facing an unexpected pregnancy. If they follow God's will, 
abortion will be averted and countless generations will 
benefit, albeit in a much smaller way, from their child's 
presence in the world.

One of my favorite Christmas carols asks the question, "Do 
you hear what I hear?" It refers to angelic voices announcing 
the birth of Christ, but that question also applies to us. 
Instead of angels, we hear the sound of babies saved from 
abortion - the sound of babies and parents enjoying a first 
Christmas. 
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Maybe it's a family who welcomed a new child by adoption, 
thanks to the life-choice of a loving birth mother. Or 
perhaps a house is buzzing with the sound of foster children 
who've found stability, love and provision under someone's 
roof. Life is truly reason to celebrate!

Remember this: Jesus really isn't the reason for the season. 
You are! If you were the only person on the face of this 
planet, Jesus still would've come down to earth. This puts 
Christmas on a whole other level, doesn't it?

So enjoy those cherished traditions passed down from 
generation to generation. Exchange gifts; feast with family 
and friends. But above all, remember that you are the 
center of God's Christmas celebration.

Have a very Merry Christmas!

 
*Bradley Mattes is President and CEO of the Life Issues Institute, 
and holds a Master of Biblical Studies Degree from Master's 
International School of Divinity.
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